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‘The following extract from the Rev. Thomas Belsham*s 
4th letter to a Friend, is now published, that our rea- 
ers may have an understanding of the occasion which 
vave rise to the doctrine of a plurality in the one God ; 
and how it gained credence among christians. 


EXTRACT. 

Tart the founder of the christian faith should be on- 
ly a crucified Jew, has ever been, still is, and will, I fear 
long continue to be, the great stumbling block of the 
christian religion. 1t was eminently such in the earliest 
periods of the promulyation of the gospel. The philos- 
ophers who could not resist the evidence of its divine 
authority, could not, on the other hand endure the dis- 
wrace of being called Ebde Tolvi, the followers of the 
man that was hanged; and to escape the reproach of 
the cross, they soon began to combine the plain and sim- 
ple truths of the gospel, with the obscure fictions of their 
sespective systems ; that so they might irupart their dig- 
ity and lustre to this new sect, and to its chief, which 
they thought essentially requisite both to his credit and 
their own. 

Of these, the Gnostics set the first example: a sect 
which unquestionably existed in the apostolic age, and 
of which Simon Magus was the reputed founder. The 
Gnostics were the professors of the oriental philosophy, 
according to which, the pleroma, or place where the 
Supreme Being resided, was inhabited by Mons, or 
emanations from him ; some of superior, others of infe- 
rior order, according to the degrees of their descent.— 
Matter was regarded by them as intrinsically evi! ; and 
the source of all evil, natural and moral. These philoso- 
phers represented Christ as one of the Z.ons,who was sent 
trom the pleroma, to deliver mankind from the tyranny 
of the God of the Jews. All of them maintained, that 
the Christ was incapable of punishment. Some taught, 
that the Christ was united toe the man Jesus at his bap- 
tistu, and departed from him at his crucifixion. Others, 
more consistently with their principles, holding it to be 
inpossible that a substance imtrinsically evil; such as 
snatter, should be united to an angelic or super-angelic 
spirit, contended that Jesus was a man only in appear- 
ance; and that he neither felt, nor suffered, like other 
sen, but only seemed to do so. These were called 
Docetz. This was the heresy of an apostolic age. The 
apostle Paul alludes to it, when he cautions Timothy a- 
gainst the illusions of science, falsely so called: for the 
Gnostics pretended to superior knowledge; and when 
he warns him not to give heed to endless genealogies, 
there being great disputes among the Gnostics concern- 
ing the pedigrees of the Hons. The apostle John cer- 
tainly refers to the Docetze, when he represents those 
as Antichrists, who deny that Jesus is the Christ, or that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, or in other words, that 
he is areal man. ‘Che Gnostic heresy appears to have 
been silenced by the authority of the wpostles, till the 
time of the emperor Adrian, when it burst out again 
with increased violence, was embraced by multitudes in 
Asia and Egypt, and was split into a great variety of 
subordinate sects, 

Piatonism was the fashionable philosophy of the West. 
Plato had obscurely taught the doctrine of three princi- 
ples. The Supreme Being, whom he calls the Goon. 
the Novs, or intellect of the Supreme ; and MATTER, or 
the visible world. The latter Platonists expounded and 
improved upon the hypothesis of their founder. Por- 
phyry, éxplaining the doctrine to Plato, extends the di- 
vine essence to three hypostazes : the first is the Supreme 
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Maker of the world ; and the third, the Soul of the world. 
Philo, a platonic Jew of Alexandria, contemporary with 
the apostles, personifies the Nous, or as he calls it the 
Logos, the wisdom or energy of God, and represents it 
as the visible symbol of the divine presence ; sometimes 
appearing in the form of an angel, sometimes in that of 
a man, acting as the medium of divine communications, 
but having no permanent sepatate existence. This no- 
tion was early adopted by some philosophic christians, 
in order to abate the odium which was entailed upon the 
christian religion, in consequence of the mean condition 
and ignominious sufferings of its founder. 

Justin Martyr, a platonic philosopher, a man of great 
integrity, but of warm feelings, and of slender judgment, 
who embraced christianity, and who suffered martyrdom 
about A. D. 165, is the first ecclesiastical writer, now 
extant, who represents the Logos, or the wisdom of God, 
as personally united to the man Christ. Others before 
him had probably held the same doctrine, Lut had sup- 
posed that the Logos, after the ascension of Christ, had 
been again absorbed into the substance of the Father.— 
Justin appears to have been the first writer who taught 
the permanent personality of the divine Logos, which 
he asserts that he had learned from the Jewish scriptures; 
for the understanding of which, be professes to have had 
a special gift from God. And his great authority, to- 
gether with the increasing desire of exalting the person 
and dignity of Christ, induced the learned christians who 
succeeded him to adopt his opinion. Thus the doctrine 
of the permanent personal union of the divine Logos, 
with the man Christ, by which he became entitled to 
divine attributes and honours, gradually made its way 
among learned christians im the second and third cen- 
turies: and this was the doctrine from which the minds 
of the great body of unlearned believers so vehemently 
revolted in the time of Tertullian, and agamst which 
they solemnly protested, as a direct infringement of the 
divine unity. Nevertheless, as it was an essential part 
of this system, that the Logos which dwelt in Christ was 
merely an attribute of the Father, the abettors of it re- 
garded themselves as sufficiently supporting the unity of 
the Godhead, by maintaining that the divine nature of 
Christ was the same with that of the Father. He was 
not a God different from the Father, and equal to him, 
but was an emanation from him, and one with him. 

‘he commencement of the fourth century ushered in 
a novel doctrine, which astonished and alarmed the whole 
christian world, and which the pious bishop of Alexan- 
dria, in his circular letter to the catholic bishops, de- 
clares so far to exceed in impiety, every thing which has 
been heard of before, that in comparison with it, the 
most daring extravagancies of all former heresies were 
perfectly innocent. This was Arianism. The philoso- 
phising prelate to whom I have alluded, and whose name 
was Alexander, baving upon a certain occasion asserted 
the doctrine of a Unity in the Trinity in a stricter sense 
than some of his inferior clergy approved, was accused 
by Arius, one of his presbyters,-2 man of learning and 
subtlety, of favouring the Sabellian heresy. And in the 
heat of argument, this rebellious priest presumed to ad- 
vance the hitherto unheard-of position, that the Logos 
who animated the body of Christ was.a mere creature, 
formed out of nothing: that there was a time when he 
had no existence: and in fine, “ that he was brought 
into being for no purpose, but to give existence to the 
world and its inhabitants ; so that if God had not chos- 
en that the world should be made, the Logos himself 
would not have existed.” Notwithstanding the novelty 
of this doctrine, and its contrariety te the orthodox 
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creed, it spread with great rapidity, and was embraceé 
by multitudes with great eagerness, till the emperor 
Constantine, having in vain endeayoured, by prudent 
meditation to reconcile the angry priests, summoned a 
general council of christian bishops at Nice, to settle the 
controversy ; who, after much debate, at length decid- 
ed, that the Son was of the same essence with the Fath- 
er, and denounced anathema upon all who should pre- 
sume to teach, that his essence was different from that 
of God. 
CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT. 
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THE SPY, No. ill. 

Tuovcn a real bigot is a most uncomfortable creature 
in society, yet we ought always to allow his sincerity to 
plead in his behalf, and palliate his faults. There nev- 
er was a irue-hearted one, that did not think his bigotry 
the very essence of religion, and cherish it from consci- 
entious motives; and he is to be pitied and deplored as 
a mad-man, rather than condemned as a malicious per- 
son, to whom, it must be confessed, he bears some re- 
semblance. We should reflect too, that if he is disagrec- 
able to us, he is more so to himself, 

his is the case with Mr. Seamands, a very severe, 
punctilious old gentleman, who has belonged to the 
church these forty years, and is often angry at other 
folks, because they do not follow so pious, and good old- 
fashioned an example. Ife does not trouble himself 
much about the motive, if they will only join and reve- 
rence the church and «ll her rules. To be sure, the 
church must be of his own order, for he never so much 
as maquired whether there could be cliistians in any oth- 
er; but treats all dissenters with sovereign contempt, 
and avoids their congregations asa grave old matron 
does a house of ill-fame. False doctrine, cries he, when 
he sees another meeting collecting ; though he is really 
so ignorant whether they are true or false, that he boasts 
he neither knows what they are, nor would hear them 
described by friend or foe. With the doctrines of his 
own church, he is about as well acquainted, as a school 
boy is with the books in his papa’s library ; that is, he 
readily calls over al] their names ; but he is thoroughly 
versed and exact in all its ceremonies, stated formalitics, 
peculiar idioms and phrases. 

A sly wit once laid a bet that he could bring Seamands 
to deny every doctrine in his creed, He came up, and 
addressed him in the character of one of those pious 
young men, who are educated by the pious charity of 
pious women, &c. talked about the importance of send- 
ing missionaries to India, and as usual, calculated the 
vast amount of funds, necessary in order to avert the 
wrath of heaven from the heathens. ‘** Were the Armi- 
nean doctrine true,” said he, “* there would be no need 
of all this.” The Arminians, said Seamands, have no 
need of a Saviour, they can get to heaven by their works. 
*“* Yes,”’ replied the wit, puffing up and looking gravely, 
“they deny the doctrine of election, and hold forth that 
God from eternity determined to damn part of the world, 
and created it for that purpose,” (aceursed doctrine ! 
eried Seamands) “‘ and that the rest are to be saved by 
their own works,”’ (accursed doctrine! accursed doc-~ 
trine !)-“‘,but the Catechism teacheth the saimt.of God, 
that we are made partakers of the redemplion purchased 
by Christ, by the effectual application of tt to ue by his 
holy spirit; by which we learn, that the true doctrins 
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of election is this, that we must effectually apply the 
spirit to our hearts, or we cannot be saved.’’ Yes, yes, 
said Seamands, the Catechism teaches that very plain; 
it is effectual cahing—effectual calling. 

The rogue proceeded with him in this manner, using 
plenty of his set phrases, and calling any wild notion by 
some favorite term in his creed, until he won his bet. 

When Seamands does not suspect the company to be 
of a different way of thinking, or to have offended the 
minister, he is sure to treat them with good puritanical 
civility, yet not with deference or familiarity ; for he is 
conscious that the precedence belongs to himself, in con- 
sideration of his age and his venerable and unblemished 
church-membership. Buta minister,—his very advice 
in religious matters is equal to any of the ten command- 
ments, and must be followed on pain of losing a godly 
reputation. That respectful deference which he denies 


ee 

















The conversation, with solemn intervals, ran altoge-| evidence for extending their views of the goodness of 
ther on ministers; but they seemed not to kriow there God ; and believing in the final salvation of all men, are 
were any in other denominations than their own; for| thercby made too joyful to restrain from declaring the 
when I mentioned Mr. Garner, who preaches to the se-| whole counsel of God. 


cond church in town, all their mouths were stopped at} We fi el a regret that any thing in these papers should 


once. Perhaps this was the effect of some mysterious | indicate that the Rev. pastor extended the particulars 
influence of their infernal tormentors; I took off the| for which their venerable church member was exconi- 
charm, however, by an expedient which I would recom-| municated, in his excommunicating epistle, beyond 
mend to general use in such cases, viz. the mention of} what wos recognized in the complaint against him; be- 
a minister of their own sect. cause if we must believe that a clergyman would do 

After a long and forbidding silence, Miss Leighton, {such a thing, and pretend at the same time to be unde: 
who seemed not altogether of a mood with the others, | the influence of “the fearful name of the Lord Jesu: 
ventured to favour us with an account of a late voyage | Christ, the king and head of the church,” we must ot 
to India. This called forth their inquiries about Mis-| course feel our confidence in such a man in no smali 
sionaries ; and Miss Leighton was obliged to assure and | degree w eakened. The reader will carefully examine 
re-assure them that the voyager said nothing onthe sub-| the charges brought against Mr. Daniel Cheever, and 


ject, or we should have had most engaging dissertations | compare them with the Covenant of admission to sce i 
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to the world, is indeed by no means lost, as he reserves] 00 the histories of Mr. Newel, Mr. Judson, Mr. &c, &c. 


that covenant had been violated by him. If these pa- 





it all for the clergy, on whose approach, he becomes as 





reverential and servile as an old negro slave in the pre- UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


sence of his master. 





Mr. Castleton, who succeeded the former pastor of} BOSTON, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1620. 


pers contain any injurious error we shall be ready t» 
correct the same, on receiving the necessary infortma- 
tion, and especially if such error should be found to hs 
unfavorable to the reputation of the Rey. pastor. 





ile church about six or seven years ago, though he ad- 7 a : 
‘eres strictly to the catechism, has perceived the old EXCOMMUNICATION, 


man's infirmity. ‘*T lave Jong been endeavyouing” said Wrentham, November 18, 1820. 
he, **to inspire Mr. Seamands with more liberal ideas of} DEAR Sin,—I embrace this opportunity to enclose 
religion ; to lessen his servile homage of the clergy, and| to you the original papers = the proccedings of Rev. 
make him more affable and familiar with other pecple. Mr. Fisk*s church against Mr. Daniel Seere, for his 
embracing the doctrine of Universal Salvation, and 
publicly owning the same as his sentiment. Also, the 
Covenant as agreed upon by themselves. Mr. Cheev- 
was a plot to rob him of his religion, which is the only | er, | am confident in saying, is a man that has sustain- 
comfort of his life.» I told him, 1 believed Seamands| €4 as unblemished a character through life, for morali- 
would be correct in this conclusion. Mr. Castleton | ‘Y #"4 Piety as any man that can be found within my ac- 


: . . quaintance ; he has been a member of that church for! Wednesday, August 2, 1920, at 3 o’clock 
faughed humoursly, and dropped the topic. more than sixty years. He is now about eighty-four aang - ‘ 
years of age, and [ think he informed me that he join- 
times of our great-grandfathers, he would have found the }ed communion when about twenty-one years of age. 


Jand full of such stiff, sanctimonious machines as himself; |I have not the original complaint to send as he never 


But I must relinguish the undertaking ; it is too delicate; 
if he should discover the design, he would be positive it 


Seamands lives a whole age too late. In the precious 


but alas, he Has almost out-lived the very remnant of| ¥4® furnished with it, but only had it read to him. 


, ae have seen the member who drew up and presented the 
that worthy tribe.. There is indeed another set, much complaint, and he says, that what is recited in the ) mi 
church’s notice to him, is correct and all that was char- | TO DANE. Curever, a member of the original Con 


degenerated, which for the want of better, must at pre- 
sent supply their place. They have lost so much of} ged aguinst him in the complaint. 


their ancient raciness, however, that the old man finds} ‘The reason that I send the Church Covenant is, be- 
but little sympathy among them. It has been with suc- | Cause the church assign as a reason of excommunication 


awe 
To DAnrer CHEEVER, member of the original ¢ 
gregational Church in Wrentham. 

Dear Brother,—It is made my duty'to inform you 
that brother Eiaas WARE has laid before the Chure} 
of which you are a member, a complaint against vou 
which complaint is, that you have embraced the do: 
trine of Universal Salvation, and have attempted +1 
propagate it among the Brethren and cthers. ‘1! 
Church voted to attend to the comp lair 
you and the accuser, face to face. ‘They have appoint 
ed a meeting for the purpose to be holden immediate 
after the next Sacramental Lectnre, which will be oy 
. PLM. at the 
Meeting-House in which said Church hold publie wor- 
ship. You are hereby required to attend at said time 
and place and to answer to the complaint. 

ELISHA FISK. 
Wrentham, July 5, 1820. Pastor of said Church. 
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gregational Church of Christ in Wrentham. 
Dear Brother,—As you was unable to attend the las: 
meeting of the Church, and to answer, in person, tc 


, : : a , i he charges in the complaint reach of their|the complaint bronght against you by Brother Eniac 
cessive genceations of bigots, much as it is with a vine aonee 6 P 5 ae A : 5 J a 


of squashes ; the farther from the first set, the more de- 
generate, till at last there is searcely any of the original 
form or properties. 


ed, | was sufficiently amused by the constrained gravity 
of their features, and the awkwardness of their attempts 


F ducted with propriety. 
quite as ludicrous, as that of the latter. To see such a 


Covenant. You will judge of the propriety of trying ! ourr 
and condemning a man for crimes not alleged against | the next Sacramental Lecture which is to be on Wed 
him in the complaint; but for this there seems to be 
some apology, as I have conversed with several mem- 
I lately had the fortune to fall into a company of the } bers sg ws cor | soy rip ones the yt Church 

° ‘. ; . + sees 7 a C voted to exclude him, and they ail say that they never 
ean Wee Shree sompebat spcomfortalty utust heard the excommunication read, but it was on!y voted 
so to do, and directed Mr. Fisk to draw it up and send 
it to him by the band of some of the brethren. ‘The 
at pious conversation. There is an unstudied pleasure | foregoing proceedings of the Church against an elder 


abways attending genuine piety, which can no more be | brother, is thought bere to deserve some plain, home, 
counterfeited, than the engaging freedom of native po- candid adimadversions in the Magazine ; as all publick. 
13 : ‘ . | bodies whether civil or vcclesiastical ought to be con- 
liteness; and the foolish affectation of the former, is 


I will mention that Mr. Cheever has informed me 


Wark, the Church voted to adjourn the meeting to 


nesday, September 27, 1820, for the purpose of givin 
you a further opportunity to answer to said complaint 
You are required to attend the said meeting of tx 
Church to be holden at 3 o’clock, P. M. at the Mee: 
ing-llouse in which the Church worship. 
In the name and behalf of the Church, 
ERISHA FISK, Pastor. 

Wrentham, Sept. 14, 1820. 

were 
The original Congregational Church of Christ in Wren- 

tham to Danie, CHEEVER. 

Our Brother Fr1as WarpR, on the 4th of June, 1820, 


parcel of faces, naturally beautiful, (for they wére prin-| that he bas never absented himself from communing laid a a Sy genie gon fever iene cones mae 
cipally young ladies) so miserably disfigured and care- | With the church, but told the brethren who came to la- was, that you had embraced the doctrine of Universal 


. 7 ‘ - bor with him, he was willing to commune with them : : : ety! 
fully plaited up about the mouth, reminds one of. the when able if they would permit it, & own them as chris- the brethren of the Church and others. ‘This doetrine 


muscular contractions, pinchings and gloominess, with 
which the Salem witches were wont to afflict the good 
people of their time ; and I began to fancy myself ina} Rev. Hosea BALLov. 
cempany of their wretched victims, whom they were 
tormenting with their accursed arts.. Miss Hansel’s gait, 
as she essayed to. cross the room to a seat by another 
young lady, was an affecting specimen of their power.in 
taking away the natural use of ene’s limbs.. Her friend 
was saying that the Rev..Mr. Sueh-a-one had married 
a wife who was destitute of two accomplishments, which 
the world considers important, beauty and a fortune, 
** Doubtless,”’ rejoined Miss Hansel, lengthening her vi- 
sage, so as to bring the hitherto divergent lines around 
hermouth into a perpendicular direction, and mincing 
her words, which came forth, one at every spasm, ‘‘ But- 
doubtless-she-had-piety-and-grace.”” Xb, the witches! 
thought 1; but I’perceived the rest were not of my mind, 
but considered her speech and particularly her gestures, 
indications of uncommon piety in herself. 


tian brethren. 1 am dear Sir, Your's, 
SAMUEL DAY.. 





Salvation, and had attempted to propagate it among 


and conduct are contrary to the scriptures by which 
all the members of the Church have. obligated them- 
selves to walk, to your own covenant engagements, 
and is subversive of the peace and well being of the 


WE are the more willing to.comply with the request, | Church, injurious to morals, and to the spiritual and 
for giving publicity to the following documents of the eternal interest of immortal souls. You have been 
church in Wrentham, ‘under the pastoral care of Rev. faithfully and according to gospel rule, told of your 
Elisha Fisk, because it is one of our principal objects 
that a faithful record of the religious views, temper, and 
spirit which now actnate professors of religion of differ- 
ent denominations, should be handed down for the in-| the Church by your own confession : Therefore, we be- 
formation of those who may read these things a long | '"8 ©O™® together, do now under a sense of our duty, 
time to come.. A sanguine hope is entertained, that in 
future ages of the church, this persecuting spirit will he- 
come extinct, and known only by referring to the re- 
cords of past times. And in this hope we feel a satis-|ing benevolent feelings and concern for you, this ex- 
factory support arising from the consideration that al- Page at is attended with our earnest prayer to 
ready the churches generally, styled Calvinistic, have a- pane Lary ia ewrs oa Port ty. - blessing 
bated much of that blind zeal for excommunicating all, y . gpk erred agree welche ity 


who thinking freely for: themselves, have found divine 
) J 





faults and admonished for them. You have neglected 
to hear, not only private brethren but the Church; and 
have given evidence of impenitence, and that you will 
persist in the faults charged against you and proved to 


and in the fearful name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
King and ‘Head of the Church, publicly withdraw from 
you our watch and communion, and solemnly excom- 
municate you from our Society and fellowship. Hav- 


insufficient to effect, the destruction of the flesh, that 
tthe spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
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‘In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are 

gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one to satan, for 

the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be sav- 

ed in the day of the Lord Jesus..”—1 Cor, v. 4, 5. 

ELISHA FISK, Pas/or. 
By the direction and in the name and behalf 
of the Church. 
Wrentham, Oct. 12, 1820. 
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COVENANT OF ADMISSION, 


u do now, in the presence of the Great God, of 


Yo 


is holy angels and of this assembly, and m the most! 
serious and solemn manner according to the terms and learth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or 


tenour of the everlasting Covenant, fake the only liv- 
ing and true God to be your God, and to renounce all 
other Gods besides him.—You take the Lord Jesus 
Christ to he your Redeemer, your Prophet, Priest and 
King, You take the Holy Ghost and blessed Spirit to 
be your sanctifier, cuide and comforter— And you sol- 
emnly promise, through God’s grace, assisting you, to 
walk sincerely and uprightly before God all your days, 
in obedience to all his holy commandments as they are 
and shali be made known to you from time totime. You 
do, aiso, give up yourself to this Church in the Lord and 
.ccording to the will of God, promise and covenant to 
jeave to us and to walk together with us as a member 
of the same mystical body and as an instituted Church 
of Christ. while you continue a member thereof, in all 
holy love, subjection and watchfulness ; not forsaking 
the assembling of yourself; but administering to our 
‘Wenable you ; submitting yoursell to 
the discipline of Jesus Christ, inthis Charch. You do, 
nlso, promite to walk orderly in a way of Fellowship 
nd communion with all the churches of Christ amon 
ue, according to those rules of ho'y order which he 
hath pointed out, that the Lord’s name may be one 
and his praise one in all the Churches thronghout all 


need, as God sh 





generations, to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 
Thus you promise and covenant. 

receive you into our sacred communion and fellow- 
And we do promise, by the assistance of Divine 
Grace to discharge all duties towards you in brotherly 
love and holy watchfulness to the mutual building up 
of one another in the faith and fellowship of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and-his Gospel.—AMEN. 


ship: 


Sto 
TO te L*** #99 

Orar Sirn,—lI am inclined to think that youdid not 
i-iitly understand me on the subject concerning which 
ron ask the following question: **‘ Now is there any 
pound for the distinction you have made between ‘ cre- 
-ting the heavens and the earth,’ and creating ‘ all things 
that are in heaven and that are in the earth’? If you 
had rightly apprehended me, you would have understood 
that ] do not telieve that the apostle was speaking of 
the creation of the material universe, nor of material 
substances in the universe, but of such thrones, domin- 
rons, principalities and powers, of which he was partic- 
ular tospeak. The form of my remark, in which I made 
the distinction which you notice, was designed only to 
show that the preacher’s proof fell far short of that log- 
ical demonstration, which his triumphant air seemed to 
indicate was in his mind. But when I added, * This 
brother should know that thrones, dominions, princi- 
palities & powers, are not suns, moons, stars nor earths,” 
i intended my readers should understand that I believ- 
ed the apostle meant the same things when he said, 
thrones, dominions, principalities and powers, as when 
he said, just before, ‘ all things visible and invisible.’— 
And I now think there is no room to doubt on this sub- 
ject. If the apostle had designed this passage for the 
purpose of setting forth Jesus as the creator of the ma- 
terial universe,. he certainly, as | am persuaded, would 
have used different words. The fact is, the passage is 
not so clear as it would have been if the translators had 
used the preposition in, in room of the preposifion by. 
And this they certainly might have done, for they have 
rendered the same preposition in in the same verse, ‘* in 
heaven ;”? here the preposition im is from the. same word 
in the Greek as that which they have rendered by in 
the first part of the verse. But in the room of by or in, 
‘#-they had said, for or on account-of, they would have 


expressed the evident meaning of the apostle. And 
that for, or on account of is a proper use of the prepo- 
sition here used, I refer to Parkhurst’s Greek Lexicon. 
If you will cast your eye at the introduction of this 
passage in Collossians, 1 think you will perceive that 
the writer’s theme justifies these remarks. See verses 
14, 15, *“*In whom we have redemption through his 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins ; who is the image of 
the invisible God, the first born of every creature.”— 
And here Jet me add the passage under consideration, as 
it seems it ought to read: ** For on account of him were 
all things created that are in heaven, and that are in 


' dominions, or principalities, or powers, all things were 


created on account of him and for him.’ This, dear 
Sir, I can hardly doubt, will appear to any candid mind 
the true reading of this passage ; especially if due atten- 
tion is paid to what the apostle means in that he says, 
that Christ is the first born of every ereature ; for the 
16th verse is a deduction from that statement, and stands 
as its support. 

Having given you to understand that I did not mean 
to signify my belief that Christ is the creator of any part 
of the material universe, I will now take some notice of 
your manner of explaining the mystery of the Trinity. 
But before I do this, | must inform you that my mind is 
by no means Capacitated to understand the doctrine of 
the Trinity, in any Way that its advocates have endea- 
youred to explain it, that has come to my knowledge. 

The similies and terms which you use, though they 
may be intelligible to yourself and others, are not so to 
me. You say: ** We sce that man is possessed of /hree 
distinct powers or principles essential to his existence, 


, viz. soul, body and operation, and yet it is but one per- 


We, then, of this Church do joyfully and charitably i 


so the essential divine principle (called the Father), the 
divine human (the Son), amd the proceeding divine (the 
Holy Spirit), form one God.” As far as we know, the 
three essential properties of man, of which you speak, 
are so united that one cannot act without the co-opera- 


on; and-as soul, body and operation form one man, 


tion of the other two; and when we say a man perform- 
ed an actien we never mean that his soul, or his body, or 
hie operation did this thing alone without the simultane- 
ous co-operation of the other two. Now we read in 
tle scriptures of the Father’s speaking to and of the Son; 
we read also of the Son’s speaking, in many prayers to 
the Father, and in many instances he speaks of the Fa- 
ther. Ifwe should hear a man talking of his son, or to 
his son, surely we should not think that he was talking 
of himself, or to himself; and if we should hear a man 
making a request to his father, or should he speak to us 
of his father, it would not enter into eur minds that he 
was making request to himse}f, or that he was talking 
to us of his own person. 

According to your definitions, if I rightly understand, 
you make out a divine human nature which is an essen- 
tial property of God. Do you mean that there is more 
than one kind of human nature? Is this divine-human 
which is an essential] principle of the Godhead, a con- 
stituent property of his person, the same human nature 
which we cal] man? St. Paul says, ‘* There is one God 
and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.”> But if, as you scem to represent, this man 
Christ Jesus is an essential property of God, and is ve- 
rily God himself; then the words God and man are not 
expressive of different beings, but of different properties 
of the same being and person. 

It does not, dear Sir, appear reasonable to me, that 


It does not appear to me reasonable, that the Creator of 
the material universe should make prayers and supplica- 
tions to his Father, and say, ‘not my will but thine be 
done.’”?> What you have written on this subject does 
not in the least assist me to understand the propriety of 
believing that the one only God, the Creator of all things, 
and the Father of the spirits of all flesh, ever said, ‘* But 
of that day, and that hour, knoweth no man, no not 
the angels that are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father.” 
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Almighty God should say, ‘I can do nothing of myself.” | 





You say: ** Was it necessary, passages of scripture 
might be quoted, to almost any extent, not only to 
prove the divinity of Jesus Christ, but also the unity of 
person in the Godhead. The divine Trinity, consist- 
ing of essence, form, and use, or of goodness, wisdom, 
and influent operation, under the names of Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, might easily be shown to be compris- 
ed in the person of Jesus Christ, the one only manifest- 
ed Lord, the Almighty Jehovah, who according to the 
predictions of the prophets was to appear here upon 
the earth.’ Here, Sir, if | understand you, you mean 
that the person who was born of Mary, the wife of Jo- 
seph, consisted of what the scriptures mean by Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Who then did this person speak 
of when he spake of his Father?) Who did this person 
pray to when he prayed to his Father? What did this 
person mean when he said: ** 1 came down from heav- 
en, not to cdo mine own will, but the will of him that 
sent me’*? According to your argument, it took the 
whole of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost to constitute 
this person. lam not prepared to understand sach 
language as this. I do not say that you and others may 
not understand it, but to me there cannot be any thing 
more inexplicable. Let me ask you, if it be clear to 
your mind, that when we read that the “ Father sent 
the Son,”’ the meaning is, that part or principle of a 
certain person called essence sent another part of the 
same person called form, and after all, that what was 
sent was the whole of that person which you say con- 
sists of essence, form and use? 

That you might succeed in causing me to understand 
the true mystery of this Trinity in unity, you name the 
three, goodness, wisdom and influent operation. The 
Father you call goodness, the Son, wisdom, and the 
Ifoly Spirit, influent operation.. Now permit me to 
ask, why it is any more proper to say that goodness sent 
wisdom, than to say that wisdom sent goodness? And 
again, why is goodness any more the father of wisdom, 
than wisdom is the father of goodness? And again,. 
why could wisdom say, **1 can do nothing of myself,” 
any more tham goodness? Or if we take other words 
which you use, shal] we succeed any better? Take 
then “ essence, form and use.”* Then the matter stands 
thus: Form says I can do nothing of myself, bnt my 
father essence does the work. But here use, the other 
principle of the divine person is not noticed, and yet 
what can essence effect without what you call influent 
operation ? 

If] have succeeded in discovering to your mind my 
total incapacity to understand the propriety of what 
you have written on this subject, and if I have sufficient- 
ly set forth the reason why I do not understand the 
propriety of your argument, it is as much as I anticipa- 
ted. I sincerely thank you for your candor manifest- 
ed in the manner and style of your communication, and 
entertain a hope that what I have here written in reply 
may meet with a charitable indulgence om your part. 

Your’s respectfully, THE EDITOR, 








MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr. Samuel Fowlé to Miss Miriam C. 
Bird. Mr. John S. Tyler to Miss Mary W. Winship. 
Mi. Charles Holbrook to Miss Nancy Oakman. Cha’s 
P. Phelps, Esq. to Miss Caroline Parsons. Mr. John 
Griggs to Miss Sarah D. Williams. Mr. Mora Pope to 
Miss Sarah S. Prendaloupe. Mr, Jared Carre} to Miss 
Lucy P. Farrington. Mr. Richard Hunnewell to Miss. 
Catharine C, Hicks. Capt. Thomas Seaward to Miss 
Susan B. Thompson. 
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In this town, suddenly, Mrz Davis C. Bantarn, 








senior editor of the Boston Chronicle & Patriot. Mr. 
Rufus Tower, aged 65. Mr. John Barber, 37. 
; ———————_ ——. 





FUNERAL DISCOURSE, 


YUST published, and for sale at this Office, a Sermon 
delivered at Danvers, (Mass.) on the death of Joseph 
Porter and Israel Putman—By Banziuiat StREKTER, 
pastor of the Universa] Church and Soeiety in Salem.. 
Price 12 1-2 cents. 








en ete CR Rt RE mt 











entero: 











ee 























POETS’ CORNER. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
ae 


HYMN. 
THY presence, Lord, gives pure delight, 
Our sorrows takes. away, 
Disjels the darkness of our night, 
And spreads effulgent day. 


Like water to the thirsty soul 
Are flowings of thy love, 

Thy spirit sways with soft control, 
And bears our thoughts above. 


Why should we then decline from thee? 
In search of folly rove ? 

Or strive to set our passions free 
From the soft bands of love ? 


Extend around thy loving arms, 
Infold us in thy breast, 

Where, captives to resistless charms, 
Our wavering souls may rest. 


Raise in our breasts a quick’ning zeal, 
That faith which works by love ; 
And to our strengthen’d eyes reveal 
Our life in Christ above. B. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


** My kingdom is not of this world.” 


YE Counsellors Rev’rend and wise, 
May one so humble you advise, 

On pure religion’s cause? 
Then from our text, at once you learn, 
It leans not on the civil arm, 

Nor rests on human laws. 


The gospel of God’s grace ‘and love, 
Flows like a river from above, 
In wisdoms current free. 
Mark well, no human laws we know 
Ere taught the rivers where to flow, 
Or how to find the sea. 


Religion, like the sun's broad licht, 

Dispels our darkness and our night, 
And gives celestia) day. 

Can human laws controul the sun, 

Direct the golden orb to run 
Where legislators say ? 


As rain and snow from heaven fall, 

A blessing sure to great and small, 
So is Gods faithful word. 

Can legislation form one shower, 

And through the skies extend its power? 
The thought is most absurd. 


Like dew, that falls from heaven by night, 
{nvisible to mortal sight, 
Religion comes to man. 
When legislators make the dew, 
And ev'ry night can it renew, 
They'll help the gospel plan. 


As free as air, or wind that blows, 
Whose destination no one knows, 
Are souls born from above. 
€an legislators change the wind ? 
Then may their laws convert the mind, 
And fill the soul with love. 


To Zion the sweet prophet said, 
As manly youth pure virgins wed 
Thy sons shall marry thee. 
Must then a man by law be drove 
To marry one he cannot love? 
Sure this would bondage be. 


Those who in Christ salvation find, 


Meceive him a physician kind, 
Their sickness all to heal. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Must then coersive law compel 
The sick to find the healing skill, 
And love of health to feel? 


Ye Rev’rend Priests how oft you've said, 
That Jesus is the living bread 
For men to eat, and live. 
Must then the force of law contro} 
A fainting, hungry, starving soul 
To eat the bread you give? 


But if you preach what cost you dear, 
And you must have so much a year 
For what no nian can eat; 
Then law religion may be wise, 
Supporting priestcraft in disguise ; 
But oh, the hateful cheat! B. 
= = 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
anne 


CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 838. 


*¢ Ah! could the stinted mind 
Harbour the thought, that the Almighty’s love, 
Life, and salvation, could to single sect 

Of creatures be confined, all his alike ?” 











The prophet Isaiah speaks in his evangelical strain; 
“ They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy moun- 
tain ; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea,”’—Isa. xi. 9. 

‘* Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be comforted o- 
ver all this multitude, even Pharaoh and all his army 
slain by the sword, saith the Lord God.” iz. xxxii. 31. 
Here is the doctine of him who says, Return, ye chil- 
drenofmen. Hosea, also, ** And it shall come to pass, 
that in the place where it was said unto them, ye are 
not my people, there it shall be said unto them, ye are 
the sons of the living God.” Hos. i. 10. * And I will 
have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy, and 
I will say to them which were not my people, thou art 
my people, and they shall say, thou art my God.” Hos. 
ii. 23. flow consoling this is! 

Let us turn to the prophecy of Daniel, who tells us 
of the time apointed ‘‘ to finish the transgression, and 
to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity aud to bring in everlasting righteousness.” xi. 
24. Does not this savour of the doctrine of reconcilia- 
tion? 

Listen to the words of another of God’s holy proph- 
ets: ** But in the last days it shall come to pass, that 
the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be estab- 
lished on the top of the mountains, and it shall be exal- 


} ted above the his, and people shall flow into it, and 


many nations shall come and say, Come, and let us go 
up to the mountain, of the Lord, and to the house of 
the God of Jacob, and he will teach us his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths, for the law shall go forth out 
of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 
** Nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, nei- 
ther shall they learn war any more.” Micah iv. 

We pass by many other quotations in the Old Tes- 
tament for the sake of brevity, and go to the New. 
This faith which had been preached to Abraham, that 
in his seed all the families of the earth should be blessed, 
was proclaimed by the angelic hosts. The life of a shep- 
herd was humble: proud science never usurped the in- 
dependence of soul which ennobles man, neither had 
civilization enervated the body, nor debased the mind, 
yet, when the glory ofthe Lord shone around on men 
of this description, they were sore afraid. ** And the 
angel said unto them, Fear not, for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 
Luke ii. 10. Here was gospel proclaimed in purity. 
“* Good (not bad) tidings to all (not some) people.” 

John explains the extent of this gospel, ‘‘ And all 
mine are thine, and thine are mine: and I am glorified 
inthem. As thou hast given hiw power over all flesh, 
that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given him.” Ye who have been blind in unbelief, imi- 
tate the conduct of the venerable Simeon, ‘ Lord, now 





full liberty to sin. 











thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which 
thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light 
o lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Is- 
rael,”? Luke ii. 29—32. Some allege that this doctrine 
leads to licentiousmess, encourages vice, that the idea 
of aneternity of wo, once removed, man would bave 
My brethren, has not the denoun- 
ciation of eternal misery been preached, and have the 
effects you have stated, been prevented? Far, very far 
fromit. Mankind are yetsinners. Our faith, it is true, 
does not deter from evil, by causing a dread of eterna! 
punishment ; we believe that perfect love casteth out 
fear, for fear hath torment ; and ** the love of christ con- 
straineth as, because we thus judge, that if one died for 
all, then were all dead. And he died for all, that they 
which live should not henceforth live unto themselves 
but unto him which died for them, and rose again.”’ 
2 Cor. vy. 14, 15. 

This is the moral effect of the doctrine of universal 
benevolence. Its promulgators have read of what was 
done to the apostles, and are supported in their perse- 
verance by their reward. For if the ministration of 
condemnation be glorious, much more doth the minis- 
tration of righteousness exceed in glory ; and though 
persecuted we are not forsaken, though cast down, not 
destroyed. For our light affliction, which is but for 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and e- 
ternal weight of glory. 
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SACRED CONCERT. 

CONCERT of Sacred Music wil] be given by the 

Singing Choir of the Second Socj¢ty of Universal- 
ists, assisted by several professional gentlemen, at their 
Meeting-House in Schooi-Street, on TUESDAY Eve- 
ning next, the 5th of December ; consisting of a selec- 
tion from the works of Handel, Haydu, Webbe, Mo- 
zart and other eminent authors. 

ORDER OF PERFORMANCE. 
PART 1. - 

Chorus—The great Jehovah, - - Handel. 
Air, Duet & Chorus—The Star of Bethlehem, O. Shaw. 
Arr & Chorus—The saffron tints, - - Mozart. 
Duet—Thou art,O God, &c._ - - - O. Shaw. 
Recitative, Air & Chorus—The Heavens, &c. Haydn. 
Recilative, Air & Chorus—Liit up your beads,Handel. 


Air, Duet, &c.—How beautiful, &e. - do. 
Air—He shall feed his flock, - - - do. 
Chorus— Achieved is the glorious work, - Haydn. 
Chorus—He gave them hail stones forrain. Handel. 


PART II. 
Quarlelto—They played in air, - Dr. Stevenson. 
Recilatire, Atr & Chovrus—Attend, &c. - Handel. 
Anthem— When winds breathe soft, - S. Webbe. 
Recitative, Air & Chorus—Sound an Alarm, Handel. 


Air—Jephthah’s Daughter, Hebrew Melodies. 
Duet—O lovely Peace, - - - Handel. 
Chorus—Grand Hallelujah Chorus - - do. 


Tickets at 50 cents each, may be had of Messrs. C. 
Callender, School-street; Monroe & Francis, No. 4, 
S. H, Parker, No. 12, Richardson & Lord, No. 75, 
Cornhill; Amos B. Parker, 31, Union-street ; of Wm. 
Barry, No. 1, Old State-House ; and at this Office. 

The Doors will open at half past 5, and the perform- 
ance commence at 6 o'clock precisely. dec. 2 
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Series of Letters, &e. 
JUST published and for sale at this Office, price $4 


A Series of Letters in defence of Divine Rev- 
elation, in reply to the Rev. Abner Knceland’s serious 
inquiry into the autheuticity of the same.—By Hosea 
BALtov, pastor of the 2d Universalist Church and So- 
ciety in Boston. To, which is added, a Religious Con- 
troversy between the Rev. Dr. Buckminster, and the 
Rev. Joseph Walton, pastors of Congregational Chur- 
ches in Portsmouth, N. H. and the Rev. H, Banxov. 


‘ Shr as are requested to call or send for theig 
ooks. 





MINIATURE ALMANAC,.—Very small, neat and 
convenient, for Ladies and Gentlemen's Pocket Books. 





lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to 


for sale at this office. 
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